THE    DIARY
valuable characteristics. As memoirs it is confusing
because it is often impossible to say what the younger
man wrote on the day, and whether the older man
altered it, added to it, or left it just as it was written,
This does not of course apply to the very early years,
a summary of which is given as a preface to many
diaries. There is a slight indication of when the
earliest passages were written. He mentions his
brother George's second wife in his opening sum-
mary. As George's first wife died in 1644, the work of
writing up his memoirs must have been begun by
Evelyn at a subsequent date, and he worked at it
periodically.
But a word more must be said about the various
methods of diary-writing in order to explain precisely
the disadvantages of the method adopted by Evelyn*
Daily writing, even in the case of an objective diary,
always reflects to some degree a passing mood.
Impressions and opinions, as much of public events
as of domestic happenings, are by this means pre-
sented fresh with the vivid observation of the man
who heard of them or witnessed them at the moment*
When a man writes down in after years how a
sequence of events struck him, he writes with a
knowledge of the issue, which in most cases transforms
or, at any rate, alters his view. There may be of
course considerable interest in these autobiographical
recollections, but they are not the same thing as the
daily registering with surprise, with alarm, with hope,
with despair or with joy, of incidents the sequel of
which is hidden from the writer's sight. When, as in
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